
KSA ESCORT BOAT RULES    issued: Jan 2022 

Introduction 
The KSA escort boat is an expensive piece of equipment bought by the Association 
with the assistance of benefactors, for the benefit of all members (not just to cover 
racing). 

Safety boats authorised by KSA are the only powered craft permitted on the 
Reservoir under the terms of KSA's lease from the Canal and River Trust.  

When afloat, its purpose is to provide safety cover for activities and/or training for 
those activities on the water, escorting boats and assisting sailors when required. 
The crew may also assist in other connected tasks such as moving racing marks. It 
must never be used for joy-riding. Inappropriate behaviour will result in authorisation 
being withdrawn. 

Availability of Cover 
All members are reminded that their personal safety remains their own responsibility 
at all times, whether or not the escort boat is on the water. 

Although the Association has no obligation to provide escort boat cover it will 
normally seek to do so for events organised or approved by the Association.  

If the KSA escort boat is available, it will be on duty throughout the specified period 
of cover unless the crew does not consider it safe to operate. It is the responsibility 
of sailors to check if and when the safety boat will be operating. Before withdrawing 
cover, the crew will seek to warn sailors, giving them time to return to shore.  

If the KSA escort boat provides assistance to sailors in difficulty, the primary aim will 
always be the wellbeing of people. In some circumstances the crew may decide it is 
necessary to abandon a craft in order to render assistance to its crew or others. 

Crew 
All members are reminded that the escort boat is manned entirely by volunteers.  

The escort boat should normally have two crew members, although in the absence 
of a second crew member, one qualified and experienced person may operate alone. 
The driver must be a competent adult whose name appears on the current (annual) 
list of authorised drivers displayed in the clubhouse. The driver is in charge of the 
boat at all times. A volunteer who is less experienced may support the driver, 
provided that they are considered by the driver to be competent to assist. 

No-one apart from crew members and sailors being assisted should be on the boat.   

Approved Drivers 
Previously authorised drivers should attend a refresher escort training session at the 
start of the season if they wish to be included on the list of drivers for that year. 

It is KSA policy that crew should be encouraged to attain RYA power boat certificate 
Level 2 or similar qualification within a reasonable period of time and it is 
recommended that regular users undertake the RYA safety boat course. The 



Association is happy to sponsor members who are prepared to provide escort boat 
cover for at least three day sessions per annum. 

Operating the KSA Escort Boat on Killington Reservoir 
Booking - Use the booking system to request to use the boat. 

Preparation - Follow the rules on the ‘KSA Escort Boat Users' Check List’.  

Ensure the boat is adequately equipped in accordance with the kit list and prepared 
for use in accordance with the operation instructions. The crew should ensure that 
the boat is in a state of readiness at all times while afloat. 

All escort boat crew must wear buoyancy aids or life jackets when on duty. The 
second crew member should be ready, and adequately clothed, to enter the water if 
necessary to provide assistance.  

Operation - All activities must be carried out with due care and must not interfere with 
the enjoyment and activities of other lake users including anglers. 

In light winds the boat may be launched and tied to the jetty ready for immediate use. 
In medium and strong winds where danger of capsize is greater the boat should be 
patrolling the lake. 

Special care should be exercised when dinghies are in the vicinity of No.2 buoy in 
the South West corner of the lake since a small area is not visible from the jetty. 

The kill cord must be fitted and worn attached to the driver at all times when the 
engine is running. 

When in the proximity of anyone in the water the engine must be stopped. It is not 
considered safe to just put it in neutral. 

Returning the Escort Boat  

Haul out and secure the boat, using all available security systems. 

Return all items of equipment to their former place. 

Complete your entry in the Escort Boat Logbook. 

Report any problems with the boat to the KSA Secretary or other Officer with 
responsibility for Boats. 

Operating an escort boat owned by another organisation  
Member organisations with their own escort boats must have rules on use of their 
craft. These rules should conform closely to the KSA Rules and any divergences 
must be discussed with KSA before use of the craft.  

Only escort craft duly authorised by KSA may be used on the Reservoir. 

Joy riding or excessive speed when it is unnecessary is strictly prohibited. Any 
inappropriate behaviour will result in authorisation to use the boat being removed. 
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