
SAILING ON KILLINGTON RESERVOIR                    Issued: Jan 2022                      

Definitions:  
For the purposes of these rules, the words “sail” and “sailing” means the act of proceeding on 
water in a boat, kayak, canoe, windsurfer, SUP or other vessel. A "sailor" is a person engaging 
in this activity. 

Use of the lake:  
All members must ensure that land and buildings used by the Association are kept tidy and free 
from litter. Remove any unwanted equipment and objects.  

KSA leases the sole sailing rights on Killington Reservoir from the Canal & River Trust. 

Prohibited Areas: It is prohibited to sail behind the islands during bird nesting time - 1ST March 
to 1st August. Outside of this time period members using this area should stay in the middle of 
the channel rather than along the island shores, and generally keep away from the shore on all 
sides of the islands. Please note that craft must not be beached on the lakeshore anywhere 
other than on the launching area, except in an emergency. 

Jetties: Dinghies and other craft should not be left unattended and tied to a jetty for long periods 
and never overnight, unless authorised by the Committee. Adequate space should always be 
left for the escort boat to be moored against the new jetty when it is afloat. 

Fishing: The Kent Angling Association holds the sole fishing rights on Killington Reservoir. 
Members of KSA are not allowed to fish from boats and must respect the rights of fishermen on 
the banks.  

Swimming: In the interests of safety and to comply with our agreement with the Canal and River 
Trust, no deliberate bathing/swimming is permitted in Killington Reservoir. 

Racing: is held under ISAF rules, and escort boat cover may be provided. However beginners 
and occasional boaters also use the lake. Members should not assume that other boat users 
know the rules or collision regulations. Unofficial racing may also be undertaken without escort 
boat cover, but only if all participants accept the risks associated with sailing without this cover.  

Permitted Users:  
 Users: Use of the lake for watersports is restricted to members of KSA. No person under the 
age of 18 may use any craft on the lake unless he or she is under the supervision of an 
appropriate adult. 

Insurance: Owners of any craft used on Killington reservoir must have insurance for third party 
liabilities to a minimum amount set by the Committee of the Association. Note: Club Craft are 
insured by the Association. 

Safety: Members are entirely responsible for their own safety. The Association strongly 
recommends that adequate personal buoyancy must be worn at all times whilst afloat and on 
the jetties. Wet/drysuits do not provide adequate buoyancy. Any person going afloat should take 
account of their abilities, their boat's seaworthiness, and weather conditions. The Association 
cannot be held responsible for anyone finding themselves in difficulties.  



Note: The accepted distress signal is to slowly and repeatedly raise and lower arms 
outstretched to each side. 

Permitted Craft:  

Only sailing craft registered with KSA and for which a current fee has been paid may be sailed. 
All dinghies must have sufficient buoyancy to support all the crew in the event of capsize. A 
bailer should be carried and tied securely to the dinghy. All dinghies are advised to carry a 
towrope at least 3 metres long and permanently attached to a suitable strong towing point. 

Powered Craft: Escort/safety boats are the only powered craft authorised to sail on Killington 
Lake. Only craft registered with, and authorised by, the Association, are permitted.  

These craft are to be used for safety purposes only, unless specifically authorised by the 
Committee for any other purpose for the benefit of the Association.   

Members should not expect the Association to launch an escort boat other than for official 
designated club events where this has been confirmed. 

Authorised members may also use the escort boat when sailing with their family or friends 
provided that the boat is only used for escort purposes. Escort boats may never be used for joy-
riding. 

Permitted drivers: escort boats must at all times be driven by a club member whose name 
appears on the current (annual) list of authorised escort boat drivers. The escort boat should 
ideally be manned by two people of whom one is an authorised driver and the other competent 
to carry out reasonable support duties for the driver. However single manning is permissible if 
the driver is suitably qualified and experienced and no suitable crew member is available. 
Young children should never be carried in the escort boat except in rescue circumstances.  
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